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Architectural Advisory Board
Council Chambers
May 4, 2016 – 7:30 p.m.

Roll Call: Roll was called at 7:30 p.m. Mr. Anderson, Mr. Fritsch, Mr. Way, and Mr. Wong were present. Mrs. Duggan (alternate) and Mrs. Friedlander were not present.

Petitions: There were no petitions.

Consent Calendar:

AAB #20160268- Install lighted box sign for Markon Solutions. The sign package was reviewed and discussed. Mr. Way made a motion that the application be accepted as submitted. Mr. Anderson seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

AAB #20150915- Install building-mounted, illuminated sign for Action Music. The sign package was reviewed and discussed. Mr. Way made a motion to accept as submitted with a recommendation to the applicant that the two signs for the business (on the front and on the side) be created so as to match each other. Mr. Wong seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

AAB #20160367- One (1) internally-illuminated channel-letter sign for The Kensington leasing office. The sign package was reviewed and discussed. Mr. Way made a motion that the application be accepted as submitted. Mr. Anderson seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Other Business:

AAB adoption policy participation through electronic means. The board reviewed the policy and discussed. Mr. Way made a motion to adopt the policy as documented. Mr. Wong seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

The board also reviewed a design guidelines memo submitted by Mr. Anderson and discussed. Based on the memo, Mr. Anderson agreed to craft language to be incorporated into the special exception application checklist to require applicants to address how their project relates to local architectural identity.

Old Business: There was no old business.

New Business:

Variance application V1580-16 by Pizzeria Orso, for a variance to Section 48-1265(2)(b)to allow placement of a projecting sign above the lower sill line of the second floor windows, on premises known as 400 South Maple Avenue, RPC #52-309-416 of the Falls Church Real Property Records, zoned B-3, General Business. The board heard from the applicant and discussed the hardships of the retail establishment location; the merits of the design of the sign and the concept behind it; and concerns with respect to the high placement of the sign and the obstruction of the sign despite the high mounting position due to street-side trees. Following the discussion, Mr. Way made a motion to recommend that board of zoning appeals deny the variance due to concerns that (a) the proposed sign location may not accomplish the goal of enhanced visibility for the business due to existing streetscape trees and (b) the acceptance of this variance will open the potential for many other businesses facing visibility challenges to apply for similar variances, resulting in an unattractive view from both vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The Board suggests that the City explore alternatives to address this issue including alteration of streetscaping strategy especially with respect to the trees including “limbing up” or consider alternative solutions to permit or post additional signage for business in similar situations including city funded and maintained signposts or light post banners. Mr. Anderson seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Sign submission by Moseley Architects, for the Kensington of Falls Church, to allow installation of multiple signs on premises known as 700 West Broad Street, RPC #51-131-031 of the Falls Church Real Property Records, zoned B-1, Limited Business. This item was deferred to the June AAB meeting per city staff.

Sign submission by the Young Group, for the Southgate Shopping Center, to allow installation of multiple signs on premises known as 116 East Fairfax Street, PRC #53-108-007 of the Falls Church Real Property Records, zoned B-3, General Business. The board discussed the project with the applicant and generally approved the design as submitted.

Minutes:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes from the January 6, 2016 and March 2, 2016 AAB meetings were reviewed and accepted with minor spelling corrections. The board will also strive to provide digests or overviews of longer discussions for easier consumption. Mr. Way made a motion to accept the minutes as amended. Mr. Wong seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 p.m.
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