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Environmental Sustainability Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]Energy Transition Sub-committee Meeting
June 2, 2016
Minutes

Call to Order:  Tim Stevens (Chair), members Nisha Thirumurthy and Tom Cash, Loren Bruce (Planning), Kate Walker (staff liaison).  The committee welcomed our first GMHS youth representative, Aziz Shaik.

Minutes from the May 5, 2016 meeting were reviewed and adopted after agreeing to several modifications.  Kate to post on the City’s web site.

Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHG)

There was consensus that the MWCOG (Council of Governments) GHG estimate for the City, while appreciated, has limited use in its current form based on problems with their methodology.  It uses broad averaging to derive several categories of emissions, leading to results at odds with our understanding of local conditions.  Emissions estimates from “Other” fuels, such as distillate fuel oil, increased fivefold from 2005 to 2012 without explanation; we are unsure whether key utility data (electricity and gas) reflects usage within the actual City boundary; natural gas includes an “industrial” category that seems unlikely in Falls Church.  Their method utilizes an emissions factor from landfills, which does not apply here (all municipal solid waste is sent to the Lorton incinerator, which would have a different emissions factor).  Mobile transportation emissions are derived from an MWCOG model that estimates VMT (vehicle miles traveled).  While we have no reason to doubt the accuracy of the model, we lack understanding of how the model works, and do not believe emissions reductions resulting from any policy initiatives we undertake would necessarily be reflected in the model results.  We would also like to gain a better understanding of how MWCOG’s methodology relates to EPA’s estimates of total US emissions (estimated to be 16.7 metric tons per person in 2014).

Nisha suggested we focus on emissions from specific categories where data quality is more under our control, such as key commercial establishments within the City.  We could offer them an analysis of how they might reduce wasted energy in exchange for gaining access to their total energy consumption.  Kate suggested we also focus on our government sector (including schools) energy use.

The committee agreed to continue thinking about how to identify and evaluate emissions, with discussion to follow in future meetings.  Having a good GHG measure is a predicate to having a community GHG reduction objective.




Reflections on Solarize II campaign

Overall, the committee agreed that Solarize NOVA was a good program, and worthy of consideration for another campaign in 2017.  Kate would like to see more emphasis on reaching out to the commercial sector.  Tim mentioned that council member Karen Oliver expressed interest in light of her HOA’s revised covenants allowing solar systems to be installed.  The committee discussed the differences between a solar co-op (utilized by Arlington) and the managed program led by NVRC and LEAP (already funded in part by fees Falls Church pays to NVRC).  The latter seems to be a better fit for a small jurisdiction like Falls Church.

ICF Renewable Energy Study

MWCOG contracted with ICF International (a consulting firm) to analyze renewable energy within the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.  MWCOG, directed by the 22 jurisdictions in MD, DC and VA, has established a target for the region that 10% of energy consumed should come from renewable sources, such as wind and solar.  The study found that the region is nearly at the 10% level, although Virginia contributes a very small portion of the total.  The study identified 35 solar installations in Falls Church (more than we thought).  Within the NOVA jurisdictions, Falls Church has the most solar capacity installed per capita.  Kate agreed to share the study (still in draft form) with committee members.

Mapping solar installations in CFC

VA SUN (a local solar organization) circulated a map of Shephardstown, WV that showed each location having a solar PV system.  The committee thought having a similar map of Falls Church might serve as a tool of encouragement for residents thinking about installing a solar system.  Our challenge is finding all of the locations that currently have a solar system.  We agreed to gather information from various sources at our disposal (city inspections staff, solar contractors, google maps, etc.) to see if we can match the 35 systems identified in the ICF report.

Energy Efficiency Lending Package for our Library

Kate shared information, including a web video clip, about a package of home energy assessment tools (including a thermal measurement device) made available by Arlington’s AIRE program.  This package can be accessed through their county library locations.  The committee thought our City residents could benefit from having access to such a package.  Although access to the Arlington package is possible with an Arlington library card, we are advised that there is currently a long wait list for their packages.  We agreed to work on assembling a package for our City library by seeking funding from several local civic organizations.

Status of solar on MEH and TJ – nothing new at this time; Tim and Kate will meet with Seve Padilla next week to discuss Secure Futures offer and data collection needs.

Campus Redevelopment Project – City Council is scheduled to decide on June 13 whether to proceed with detailed RFP as planned, or change course and consider plans for school re-development and commercial development separately.
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