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Falls Church experienced on average nine extreme heat days (>95°F) per year from
1981 – 2010. If we don’t halt GHG emissions, we will see 18 of those days/year from
2020-2039.
As temperatures rise, so will heat-related mortality, claiming as many as 420
additional lives in VA by 2020-2039.
Increased heat leads to increased air conditioning and reduced efficiency of power
generation, which is projected to increase energy costs by 5% by 2020-2039.
Remember that US News report ranking us as America’s healthiest city? Although
regional air quality has been improving, we scored poorly – our airborne cancer risk is
59.5/10k vs. 38.3/10k nationally, and our air quality hazard is 2.9/10k vs. 1.5/10k
nationally.

Greenhouse gas emissions are changing our climate, and reducing them is a
responsibility of all levels of government, including local government. In Falls
Church, our emissions are estimated to be approximately 153,000 metric
tons in 2015 (down from 156,000 metric tons in 2005). Per capita emissions
in 2015 were 11.5 tons (down from 14 tons in 2005). Our City Council has
pledged to reduce emissions 80% below 2005 levels (to 31,000 tons) by 2050.
The main sources of greenhouse gas emissions in the city are energy used in
our buildings (mainly electricity and natural gas), and energy used in transportation (mainly gasoline. diesel and aviation fuels). Other sources include
emissions from solid waste and wastewater management, and process and
fugitive emissions from refrigerant and gas pipes.

Post your ideas, goals, plans and projects here:

Improving a home’s energy efficiency reduces impacts on climate change and
increases resiliency to its effects.

Providing transportation alternatives to the automobile can increase economic activity
as well as reduce road congestion and pollution. Image by Adam Coppola photography.

Using hybrid or all-electric vehicles reduces air, land and water pollution, and heat generation. It also cuts down on noise.

Commercial &
Mixed-use
Areas

Trees clean polluted air by absorbing carbon dioxide and trapping
dust, ash, pollen and smoke.

Public buildings
& parks

The renovated City Hall will have a section of green roof, which provides
insulation and cooling for buildings, and habitat for wildlife too.

Single-family
homes

Trees cool summer air, reducing the heat island effect and the need for air
conditioning, and buffering the local effects of climate change. Home generation of solar energy may still be possible.

