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Revitalization Areas 

Revitalization Area 
The Revitalization Areas to be designated on the Future Land Use 

Map for the City of Falls Church encompass commercial areas along 

Broad Street (SR 7) and Washington Street (US 29) that generally 

ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀ (POA) boundaries. 

The POA boundaries provide a guide as to where the City is 

promoting revitalization through the creation of Small Area Plans. 

The purpose of these Revitalization Areas is to designate where 

redevelopment will be encouraged.  Each Revitalization Area 

encompasses mass transit as defined in Code of Virginia §33.2-100, 

including Metrobus service, future circulator bus, Metrorail access, 

and future Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).  Each Area is oriented toward 

the most logical transit alternative, includes the ability for mixed-

ǳǎŜ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

allows for density greater than 3.0 floor area ratio in a portion 

thereof. 

POAs were created to designate locations in which additional 

development might occur.  Staff developed Small Area Plans (SAP) 

to help guide the additional development.  SAPs are not part of the 

Comprehensive Plan, but provide more detailed suggestions for 

development.  To reflect that these places are likely to redevelop 

and to contribute to economic development in the City, it is 

appropriate to establish revitalization areas on the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

Urban Development Areas  
The entirety of the City of Falls Church is designated as an Urban 

Development Area (UDA) in accordance with Code of Virginia §15.2-

2223.1 which allows project prioritization by the Commonwealth 

Transportation Board in accordance with Code of Virginia §33.2-

214.1.  The Virginia Code allows the City to create UDAs to provide 

financial and other incentives to encourage redevelopment.  

Designated UDAs must incorporate principles of traditional 

neighborhood design as described in the Virginia Code section, be 

officially designated as such in the comprehensive plan, and be 

ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƳŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ comprehensive 

plan. 

The City meets the criteria for incorporating traditional 

neighborhood design.  This includes recommendations for 

pedestrian-friendly road design, interconnection of new local 

streets with existing local streets and roads, connectivity of road 

and pedestrian networks, preservation of natural areas, mixed-use 

neighborhoods with affordable housing, reduction of front and side 

yard building setbacks, and reduction of subdivision street widths 

and turning radii at subdivision street intersections. 

The City has an urban nature reflected in single family 

neighborhoods with houses located relatively close together, as well 

as mixed-use buildings along major corridors.  The mixed-use 

buildings are positioned directly behind sidewalk areas and include 

ground floor retail with office and/or residential uses above. 

  

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title33.2/chapter1/section33.2-100/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter22/section15.2-2223.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter22/section15.2-2223.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title33.2/chapter2/section33.2-214.1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title33.2/chapter2/section33.2-214.1/
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