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Location

History

The North Washington Street Planning Opportunity
Area (POA) is the first priority area of eight within
the City of Falls Church. It covers 30.45 acres and
is the northern gateway into the City. The area is
bordered by the Arlington County Line to the north
and Great Falls Street to the south. The eastern
border of the area is mostly one parcel length from
North Washington Street. The western border is
generally between single-family residential uses
and non-residential uses and varies in distance
from North Washington Street, being nearer in the
south and farther in the northern portions of the
area.

Falls Church is an independent City, situated just
six miles from the nation’s capital. This proximity
has been a major influence on its development,
especially over the last century. Although Falls
Church is small in area and population, its heritage
is long and predates America’s colonial era. As far
back as 12,000 years ago, the gently rolling
landscape of Falls Church was traversed by Native
American hunter-gatherers. As they moved inland
from the north and east, they traveled on trails that
were within the present boundaries of Falls Church.
After a series of wars ending in 1677, they left the
region and European settlers gradually moved into
the area.

The POA’s boundaries were initially established in
the 2005 City of Falls Church Comprehensive Plan.
The North Washington Street POA has been
moved from Priority Area 7 in the 2005
Comprehensive Plan to Priority Area 1 in this
update. The priority status was changed to include
the construction of the Silver Line to the East Falls
Church Metro Station, nearby development in
Arlington County, and at least two planned highdensity development projects within the area. The
North Washington Street POA also has a number
of parcels that are spatially underutilized, as well as
a lack of adequate pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

2-1

By 1776, the Falls Church settlement included two
churches, two taverns, and approximately a dozen
farms. In 1790, Congress decided to locate the
capital of the new nation on the Potomac River.
The west corner of the District of Columbia (DC)
initially ten square miles, was about one mile north
of The Falls Church. A historical boundary marker
to this affect is still located nearby.
An agricultural depression early in the 19th century
slowed growth and the village remained sparsely
settled until after the Alexandria-Leesburg Turnpike
was completed c. 1840. Other growth factors were
an influx of northern farmers in the 1840s and
1850s and the arrival of the railroad in 1859. The
greater Falls Church area was occupied by the

Union army for over three years during the Civil
War, during which the growth of the village
significantly slowed. Following the War, members
of northern troops returned to settle in the Falls
Church area and freed slaves settled south of The
Falls Church. The village contained approximately
40 structures just after the War, but before long the
village’s recovery was underway. Falls Church was
incorporated as a town in 1875 and continued its
rapid growth.
Tracks were laid near the area in the mid 1800s for
steam trains owned by the Alexandria, Loudoun &
Hampshire Railroad. The Southern Railway took
over the line and built the East Falls Church station
in 1895. By 1910, Falls Church was the largest
town in Fairfax County with 1,128 residents. In
1912 the Washington & Old Dominion (W&OD)
Railroad took over the rail line from the Southern
Railway.

The East Falls Church Train Station.

The Washington, Arlington & Falls Church Railroad
managed a trolley line in the Northern Virginia area
from 1896 until the late 1930’s. The East Falls
Church trolley station was located on the Fairfax
Line, at the intersection of Lee Highway and Fairfax
Drive in Arlington County. Trolleys ran along
Lincoln Avenue within Falls Church. The extent of
the Fairfax line reached from Clarendon to Fairfax
Courthouse and included 47 stops. However,
trolley service was unable to compete with the
increased popularity of the automobile and the
Fairfax Line was abandoned in 1939.
In 1948, the population of Falls Church exceeded
5,000 persons, enabling it to become an
independent city. One year later, the City’s school
system also became independent. Passenger rail
service was discontinued by the W&OD Railroad in
1951 and the East Falls Church railroad station was
dismantled some years later. The dismantling of

The East Falls Church Trolley Station.
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the station was initially done with the option of
rebuilding it either at a later date or another
location. All of the lumber and other materials were
stored offsite. However, eventually the materials
were destroyed before the station could be rebuilt.
In 1982, I-66 was built through neighboring
Arlington and Fairfax Counties. This interstate
highway provides nearly direct access between the
North Washington Street POA and Washington,
D.C. Entrance and exit ramps were built on
Route 29 just one-tenth of a mile from the City
border.
In the summer of 1986, the Orange line was
extended with the completion of 9.11 miles,
including the East Falls Church Metro Station. The
route took the line from Arlington County to the
town of Vienna in Fairfax County. The City of Falls
Church was bypassed in favor of a more costeffective route in the median of I-66. However, the
East Falls Church Station is located within 1/3 of a
mile from the Falls Church City line in the North
Washington Street POA. The new Silver Line will
expand Metro from Dulles International Airport to
Rosslyn, the first phase of which is scheduled for
completion in 2014 and the second phase in 2017.
Upon completion of the Silver Line, the East Falls
Church Metro Station will become a transfer point
with the Orange Line.
Over the past several decades, development in the
North Washington Street POA has been mostly
limited to low-density commercial projects and
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single-family homes. North Washington Street (Rt.
29) serves as a passage through, rather than to,
the area from Fairfax County to I-66 in Arlington
County.

1878 map of the Town of Falls Church.

Historic Structures
Within two blocks of the North Washington Street
Small Area Plan boundaries lie 24 of the City’s 109
structures (or 22%) protected under the Historic
and Cultural Conservation (HCC) Overlay District;
residential structures built in or before 1910 are
eligible for protection. The Pearson’s Funeral
Home, formerly at 472 North Washington Street,
was protected but later demolished to provide for
the
Northgate
development.
Signage
commemorating the funeral home and its
significance will be provided within the new
development.
Those who settled the area around North
Washington Street were doctors, ministers, a
pharmacist, merchants, real estate developers,
government workers, army officers, bank
employees, a map maker, a woman who ran a
nursery school from her home, and founders of a
telephone and telegraph network, the electric
railroad, and an electric light company. They had
the means and opportunities to build the collection
of the 22 protected structures. These structures
were constructed with the newest technologies of
stick style, balloon framing, and Victorian Gothic.
The structures contain local building materials of
brick, stone, sandstone, and in some cases, the
pink granite from the Tripps quarry. The homes
included modern conveniences such as wells and
pumps within or without the house, fireplaces,
basements, and indoor kitchens and baths. The

owners adorned their homes with a bedroom with a
coved ceiling, Dutch siding, fish scale shingles,
decorated barge boards, turned posts with Victorian
brackets, shutters with moveable louvers, screened
porches, and a plethora of towers and dormers.
Not too many years ago, an underground brick
8’x8’ room was found underground on an historic
property, the purpose of which is unknown, but was
been filled with dirt after its discovery.
The existing housing stock will evolve overtime,
including the protected structures, to meet the
future needs of their owners. The Columbia Baptist
Church is considering a phased expansion project
that will include residential properties that it owns
along North Maple Avenue. Discussion has begun
with the City about the expansion plans, which
might include relocating a protected structure from
a lot adjacent to the Church to a vacant lot site
down the block. As the City of Falls Church is
nearly “built-out” of single family lots, attention will
be turned to more modern and denser commercial
buildings.
These buildings should be of an
appropriate scale when located adjacent to the
City’s clusters of historic properties.
(For a map of historic properties in and adjacent to
the North Washington Street POA see Chapter 3,
Existing Land Use, page 3-6)
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Columbia Baptist Church in 1909.

Community
While the North Washington Street POA is not
home to many residential properties, there are a
number of structures and organizations within it that
are important to nearby residents and the character
of the community.

Columbia Baptist Church
Columbia Baptist Church is the larger of two
churches within the North Washington Street POA
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Columbia Baptist Church in 2012.

and is on one of the largest parcels. It is a very
active church that is open nearly 24/7 for
community events, worship, and preschool. It is an
exceptionally large building with an auditorium,
gym, classrooms, and other activity space, as well
as organizational offices. Outside, there are two
playgrounds and a surface parking lot.
Columbia Baptist Church was formed in the town of
Falls Church in 1856 by a group of seven people. It
moved from Broad Street to its current location in
1909 in order to expand. The church has multiple
programs, including congregations for non-English

speakers, childcare, missionary work, and an
institute of fine arts. Columbia Baptist Church also
has partnerships with other churches in the United
States and internationally.
The church currently has plans for physical
expansion, which are posted on its website
(www.columbiabaptist.org).
The plan includes
113,390 sqft of new building space. Expansion of
the church has the potential to affect the community
by allowing an increase in congregation size and a
new structure compatible with the density
recommendations in later chapters of this plan.

Christ Crossman United
Methodist Church
Christ Crossman United Methodist Church is
located on the southern corner of the intersection of
North Washington Street and East Columbia Street.
It is directly across North Washington Street from
Columbia Baptist Church.
The current
congregation is the product of a merger between
Christ United Methodist Church and Crossman
United Methodist Church in 1997.
Crossman Methodist Episcopal Church in 1876.

The history of Crossman United Methodist Church
dates back to the creation of Fairfax Chapel at
Seven Corners in 1770. The congregation of
Fairfax Chapel split during the Civil War when 17
members of the church that were opposed to
slavery broke away and formed Crossman
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Methodist Episcopal Church, named after a local
civic leader and the land donor for the church site,
Isaac Crossman. The church was completed in
1876. Adjoining land was bought from Columbia
Baptist Church in 1951 and donated from the
daughter of Isaac Crossman, leading to the
completion of a new sanctuary in 1965.
Christ United Methodist Church was initially started
in Arlington in 1941. Before the merger, it was
located in a building called the “Wagner Chapel”.
The church provided support for local homeless as
well as missionaries in Africa, South America, and
Eastern Europe. Land and assets of Christ United
Methodist Church were sold when it merged with
United Methodist Church, with the proceeds going
to support ongoing missionary efforts by Christ
Crossman United Methodist Church.

Sunrise of Falls Church
Sunrise of Falls Church is a senior assisted-living
facility that provides short-term and long-term care.
This service is important to seniors and their
families not just within the city, but also within the
region. Many enjoy the scale and architecture of
the building and expressed a desire for modeling
new development on that structure.
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(Above) Christ Crossman United Methodist Church in 2009.
(Below) Sunrise of Falls Church.
(Picture from www.sunriseseniorliving.com)

Arts & Culture District
The North Washington Street POA has been
identified for potential inclusion in the City of Falls
Church Arts and Culture District. The currently
proposed Arts and Culture District encompasses
the central area of the City, as well as the City
Center POA and the South Washington Street
POA.
The Humanities Council: City of Arts, Theatre,
Cultures and History (CATCH) was created in 2009
as an advisory committee to City Council to
promote
artistic
and
culturally
significant
businesses, institutions, and public events. The
committee is also meant to promote public art and
artistic infrastructure. CATCH works in concert with
several city departments as well as private
organizations.

Economic Development) and provide a basis by
which redevelopment may meet special exception
requirements. The Northgate project, currently
under construction, is an example of special
exception requirements bringing an element of
culture the North Washington Street POA with the
inclusion of historic plaques being installed with the
construction of the building. Inclusion in the Arts
and Culture District may bring more attention to the
addition of art space or cultural markers as part of
any special exception for new redevelopment.

The current proposed boundaries of the City’s Arts and
Culture District.

Currently proposed boundaries for the Arts and
Culture District, as presented by CATCH, include
the North Washington Street POA due, in part, to
its location along a major commercial corridor in the
City, its potential for redevelopment, its proximity to
the State Theater in the nearby City Center POA,
and the existing presence of historic structures.
The final boundaries for the Arts and Culture
District will be presented in the updated
Comprehensive Plan.
Inclusion in the Arts and Culture District may bring
economic development incentives (See Chapter 6,
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