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Existing Mobility
The major regional roadways of Washington Street (US 29) and
Broad Street (State Route 7) are the most used roadways in the
City and intersect in the Downtown Falls Church POA, bringing
over 50,000 people through the area daily.
Major Metrobus routes and Metrobus Local routes are located
along Broad Street and Washington Street. A MetroExtra route
also travels along Broad Street. The POA is also located within
one mile of the East Falls Church Metro Station (Orange Line
and Future Silver Line) and one and a half mile from the West
Falls Church Metro Station (Orange Line).
Pedestrian mobility in the POA is limited in areas off of Broad
Street by a lack of adequate sidewalks, sidewalk obstructions,
aging crosswalks, numerous curb-cuts, and large thoroughfares.
Pedestrians have improvised pathways across the large
expanses of surface parking north of Broad Street. The
Downtown Falls Church POA also currently lacks an official City
Bike Route through the center of the area.
Streetscape elements were constructed along Broad Street,
portions of Washington Street, and Little Falls Street in the
1990’s, including decorative pavers and planters. However, the
sidewalk along Little Falls remains obstructed by utility poles and
the planters along Broad Street obstruct pedestrians and collect
leaves and other matter. Three crosswalks across Broad Street
are improved with pavers while the rest are painted.
The majority of parking is in the form of surface parking. The
reason for this is because the current Zoning Code requires each
landowner to provide separate parking for their building. This
has led to large areas of surface parking and a balkanized
parking situation. The strict enforcement of towing in the area
has resulted, which might lead potential visitors to reconsider.
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The Improvised Pathways Map shows unofficial
pathways that pedestrians regularly take within the
area.
Pedestrians regularly traverse the large
expanses of surface parking north of Broad Street to
reach retail destinations in the area. Pedestrians also
travel along the City-owned parking lot near the old
Post Office. Pedestrians use West Fairfax Street, in
the lower portion of the map. West Fairfax Street is
an unimproved street that is part of the historic Rolling
Road and also part of the City’s official bike route.
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The Surface Parking Map shows surface parking
areas in black.
Surface parking occupies
approximately 5.78 acres, or 15 percent of the
developable land in the POA. Two parking structures,
noted in blue, currently exist in the POA, one at
Kaiser Permanente and one near George Mason
Square. The City has recently brokered a deal with
Kaiser Permanente for the partial use of their parking
garage for shared parking.

The Sidewalk Map shows the fractured nature of
sidewalks within the POA. Curb-cuts, encroaching
structures, and aging narrowly designed sidewalks
limit pedestrian mobility. George Mason Square,
Independence Square, and select sections along the
northern edge of Broad Street are exceptions.
Sidewalks are also obstructed with utilities in many
places, as shown in the picture below.

There are 12 WMATA bus stops within the POA.
Metrobus Major Routes 2A, 2B, 2C, and 2G run along
Washington Street (US 29) and connects the POA to
the East Falls Church Metro Station to the east and
with the future Intermodal Transit Plaza and Merrifield
to the west. Metrobus Major Route 28A along Broad
Street (State Route 7) connects the POA with the
West Falls Church Metro Station and Tysons Corner
to the west and Seven Corners and Arlington County
to the east. MetroExtra Route 28X also runs along
Broad Street and Metrobus Local Routes 3A and 3B
run along both Washington Street and Broad Street.
Most bus stops in the POA are marked by simple
WMATA signs, and some have benches, as shown in
the examples to the right. The East Falls Church
Metro Station is located within one mile from the POA
and can generally be accessed from the POA via
North Washington Street (US 29).
A proposed
pedestrian bridge from the Metro Station to US 29 in
Arlington County could significantly improve access to
Metro for pedestrians and bicyclists in the City.
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Existing Streetscape


Lane widths are generally 12 feet.



Sidewalks are generally 6 feet or less in width, except along Broad Street
and Washington Street.



Sidewalk width is excessive near George Mason Square.



Streetscape is generally surrounded by surface parking except along
portions of Broad Street and Washington Street.
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Suggested Mobility Changes






Examine the feasibility of providing public parking
structures within the POA.



Continue shared public parking agreements
between the City and local parking structure owners.



As the POA develops, parking meters should be
installed and/or two hour free parking limits
envorced to assure turnover during business hours,
effectively increasing visitor parking.
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Improvement of West Fairfax Street as a “Special
Street,” a pedestrian and bicycle oriented street that
reflects its history as the Rolling Road and provides
a visual, pedestrian, and improved bicycle
connection to The Falls Church.



A wide pedestrian and bicycle pathway along the
southern border of Big Chimneys Park that would
connect Virginia Village to West Annandale Road,
provide direct access to the Core Entertainment
Area, and be funded and built concurrent with
adjacent development on the Bowl America parcel.

Route 7 Transit Alternatives Study
Work with the Route 7 Transit Alternatives Study to
examine transit potential through the area. More
information can be found at the project website:
http://route7corridorstudy.com/

Bicycle Sharrows




Establish Great Street elements along Park Avenue,
including special road paving, wider sidewalks, and
pedestrian scale lighting.

Consolidated Public Parking









Intersection Redesigns




Bicycle sharrows along Park Avenue and Maple
Avenue that provide connections to the Intermodal
Transit Plaza, W&OD Trail, and East Falls Church
Metro Station.

Mid-Block Crossings


Pedestrian Pathways


General improvement of sidewalks and crosswalks.



Place overhead utilities underground to eliminate
sidewalk obstructions.



Use incentives to help establish the creation of
pedestrian passageways and plazas on private
property within the Core Entertainment Area.



Pedestrian
improvements
at
intersections
throughout the POA, including crosswalks, light
timing, and curb extensions where applicable.

Provide Mid-block crossings to increase pedestrian
mobility between the CCA and CEA and with the
CEA and Kaiser Permanente parking garage, as
well as between the 100 and 200 blocks of Broad
Street and Broaddale Shopping Center to the west
of the POA.

Roadway Changes


Reduce lane widths on Broad Street and
Washington Street to 11 feet in order to calm traffic,
reduce pedestrian crossing distance, and widen
sidewalk areas for streetscape elements.
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Streetscape
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11 foot travel lanes along West Broad Street and North Washington Street.



Bicycle Sharrows on Park Avenue and Maple Avenue.



Reduced sidewalk width at George Mason Square.



Building walls replace surface parking to create better pedestrian orientation.

Parking Structures
Though walking, biking, and public transit to the Downtown Falls
Church POA should be encouraged, the automobile will be the
most preferred method of travel for the foreseeable future. The
key will be to enable visitors to park once and be able to walk to
a variety of locations within the area. In addition, consolidated
structured parking must be provided in order to allow
development on existing surface parking lots. In order to
accomplish this, strategically located public parking areas within
reasonable walking distance of businesses, coupled with
improved pedestrian infrastructure, will be necessary.
City staff has identified possible locations of future shared
parking structures. Generally, the minimum dimensions required
for a parking structure are 122 feet in width by 155 feet in length.
The width allows for a two-way traffic flow drive aisle with 90degree parking on each side, and the length allows for ramps
that maintain a ten foot floor-to-floor height. City staff have
identified publicly and privately owned land that is currently used
for surface parking and meets these spatial requirements.
Estimates for the number of spaces per floor within each
potential parking structure has been calculated using a general
formula where one parking space is available per 350 square
feet of total area, which takes into account features such as drive
aisles, elevator shafts, mechanical rooms, and other non-parking
areas. Further feasibility and funding analysis will need to be
performed for each of the identified sites.
Construction cost estimates are based on estimates from the
“Columbia Pike Land Use & Housing Study” of $14,000 per
space for above ground structured parking and $34,000 per
space for underground parking. The calculated above ground
structured parking cost reflects the low estimate and the
calculated underground parking cost reflects the high estimate in
the analysis. Estimated parking allowance at one space per 350
Examples of parking garages designed for rooftop recreational uses.
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square feet and yearly cost estimates are from the
“Transportation Cost and Benefit Analysis II – Parking Costs,”
published by the Victoria Transport Policy Institute in 2012.
Multiple uses for parking structures throughout the POA should
be considered when structurally and economically feasible.
Such uses could include indoor or outdoor rooftop recreation and
leisure facilities. The ground floor of parking structures that front
retail corridors or areas of high pedestrian activity should be
designed with a pedestrian scale and preferably include retail
space. Green rooftops, solar panels, electric car chargers,
bicycle parking, and other environmentally friendly technology is
encouraged in the design of parking structures.
Six locations within the Downtown Falls Church POA have been
identified as suitable for structured parking:
Professional Centre
The Falls Church Professional Centre parking lot has enough
room to meet the minimum required size for a parking structure.
An expanded parking structure is also feasible if the adjacent
surface parking lot is included. The terrain in this location may
allow for a partially submerged structure that would allow more
floors for parking without overwhelming existing structures. A
parking structure in this area would provide access to adjacent
office uses as well as City Hall and businesses in the 200 Block
of West Broad Street.
100 Block West Broad Street
A centralized parking structure in the 100 Block of West Broad
Street has the potential to provide direct access to proposed
shops, residences, hotels, and small offices in this area. The
Concept Illustration shows a public plaza in this location. The
plaza area could be used to provide a parking structure, or place
the structure underground with the plaza above.
The expanded area shown for the parking structure is an option
to provide parking mostly within the existing City-owned parcel
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Renderings of a possible design for a parking garage located on the City-owned parcel
along Park Place.

rather than a full-sized parking structure. This parking area
could be partially underground with a plaza above and provide
parking for surrounding retail locations and staging for special
events on the plaza above. It would be one or two levels with
two rows of parking, similar to the existing parking layout.
200 Block West Broad Street

has the potential to hold a large amount of underground parking
that could serve customers and residents of mixed-use
redevelopment as well as visitors to adjacent Big Chimneys Park
and a potential community center in the South Washington
Street Corridor POA. Public parking levels could be incorporated
into a redevelopment project, or a shared parking agreement
could be made between the City and developer.

Space exists for a centrally located parking structure in the 200
Block of West Broad Street. Automobile access could be from
Little Falls Street and/or North Maple Avenue.
Park Place
The public parking lot at Park Place is just under the minimum
width requirements for a parking structure. A structure meeting
the minimum requirements is still feasible if the public right-ofway for Park Place is used. A public parking structure in this
location would provide direct access to the block east of North
Washington Street, which includes The State Theatre, several
restaurants and shops, as well as offices in the Robertson
Building.
Redevelopment of the Robertson Building and
adjacent Applebee’s properties and businesses in the 100 Block
of West Broad Street could also make use of a parking structure
in this location.
Bowl America North
The northern parcel owned by Bowl America currently serves as
a parking lot. Redevelopment of this site as mixed-use is
envisioned in the Concept Illustration preferably with
underground parking.
Public parking levels could be
incorporated into a redevelopment project, or a shared parking
agreement could be made between the City and developer.
Bowl America
The main Bowl America parcel is envisioned as mixed-use
redevelopment in the Concept Illustration, preferably with
underground parking. This is the largest parcel in the POA and

Illustrations are shown above of a conceptual design for a parking
structure located in the 100 block of West Broad Street, along Park
Avenue. The design utilizes the terrain to provide two levels of
parking and space for community events on the top level. It is
shown on what is currently a City-owned parking lot, and could be
expanded to include adjacent private lots along Park Avenue.
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Professional Centre Estimates

100 Block West Broad Street Estimates

200 Block West Broad Street Estimates

Size:

122ft x 210ft

Size:

122ft x 155ft

Size:

122ft x 215ft

Spaces:

73/floor

Spaces:

54/floor

Spaces:

75/floor

Cost per Floor:

$1,022,000 – $2,482,000

Cost per Floor:

$756,000 – $1,836,000

Cost per Floor:

$1,050,000 – $2,550,000

Yearly Cost
per Floor:

$27,740

Yearly Cost
per Floor:

$20,520

Yearly Cost
per Floor:

$28,500

Expanded Area Only

Expanded Area Additionally
Size:

122ft x 300 ft

Size:

80ft x 370 ft

Spaces:

104/floor

Spaces:

84/floor

Cost per Floor:

$1,456,000 – $3,536,000

Cost per Floor:

$1,176,000 – $2,856,000

Yearly Cost
Per Floor:

$39,520

Yearly Cost
Per Floor:

$31,920
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Park Place Estimates
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Bowl America North Estimates

Bowl America Estimates

Size:

122ft x 200ft

Size:

122ft x 220ft

Size:

260ft x 330ft

Spaces:

70/floor

Spaces:

76/floor

Spaces:

245/floor

Cost per Floor:

$980,000 – $2,380,000

Cost per Floor:

$1,064,000 – $2,584,000

Cost per Floor:

$3,430,000 – $8,330,000

Yearly Cost
per Floor:

$26,600

Yearly Cost
per Floor:

$28,880

Yearly Cost
per Floor:

$93,100

Big Chimneys Park
Connection
An extension of Shirley Street appears to have been planned
since its construction around 1941. The street is currently
designed as a “T” intersection with Gibson Street in the Virginia
Village neighborhood with the eastbound side dead ending at Big
Chimneys Park. A dedicated pedestrian and bicycle connection
through the park linking Shirley Street to West Annandale Road
has the potential to open Big Chimneys Park and provide a focus
for future redevelopment on the Bowl America property. It would
also provide a direct link from the South Washington Street
Corridor POA and the Winter Hill neighborhood to the planned
pedestrian connection through the 301 West Broad Street
development and into the proposed Core Entertainment Area.
(CEA).

Existing Big Chimneys Park.

A dedicated pedestrian and bicycle pathway would provide
improved access to a future redevelopment project on the Bowl
America property and to the adjacent Big Chimneys Park. The
design of the pathway should complement Big Chimneys Park
and preferably incorporate the historic nature of the park and
surrounding areas into the design.
Implementation of a
pedestrian and bicycle pathway should occur with
redevelopment of the Bowl America parcel, and the right of way
for such a pathway should occur totally or mostly on the Bowl
America parcel in order to maintain the existing structure of Big
Chimneys Park.
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Park Avenue & North Maple
Avenue Intersection
North Maple Avenue and Park Avenue were designed to meet at
an angle. The angle that these two roads meet results in an
intersection that is excessively wide and creates line-of-sight
issues for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers. The existing
angled crosswalks are excessively long, with the east crosswalk
across Park Avenue being over 75 feet long in order to cross a
roadway that is 35 feet wide. Curb cuts in close proximity to the
intersection also present an obstacle to pedestrians. Motorists
often pull past the stop bar into the intersection due to the limited
line-of-sight around the angle of the corners, and many will drive
into the intersection before crossing automobiles have left due to
its large surface area.
The intersection of two proposed bicycle routes is planned at the
intersection. In addition, there are many small businesses in the
area that would benefit from improved pedestrian access and
traffic flow. It is recommended that realignment
or redesign options be studied for this
intersection in order to promote pedestrian and
bicyclist safety as well as improved traffic flow.
The elimination of curb cuts in close proximity to
the intersection and curb extensions at the
corners of the intersection should be considered.
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South Maple Avenue & West
Annandale Road Intersection
The intersection of South Maple Avenue and West Annandale
Road was part of the original Falls Church Master Transportation
Plan and the 1965 Plan for the Central Business District with the
extension of both of the roads through the area in order to
improve traffic circulation in the central business district. The
intersection is over 5,500 square feet in size with simple painted
crosswalks and a lack of pedestrian crossing signals.
An intersection redesign is included in the 2005 Comprehensive
Plan. The latest project to propose a redesign of this intersection
was the Atlantic Realty Company City Center project. A
complete redesign of the intersection included a roundabout,
improved crosswalks, and pedestrian refuge islands. Further
exploration is needed to decide the most ideal design for the
area.
A more pedestrian friendly design with improved
crosswalks and traffic calming is needed at this intersection.
The conversion of outer drive lanes to parking lanes along South
Maple Avenue should be explored with future redevelopment.
This would allow on-street parking for future retail
establishments, create a traffic calming effect, and allow for curb
extensions at the intersection. In addition, intersection design
should tie in to a proposed park at the southern corner of the
intersection.
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