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In the year 2040, the City of Falls Church is a welcoming and inclusive community – a special
place in the heart of Northern Virginia. Involved citizens are key to the City’s long-term
success as a leader in education, environmental sustainability, multi-modal transportation,
and vibrant economic development.
By investing in neighborhoods, community services and facilities, schools, and parks the City
preserves small-town character and history while honoring a deep commitment to progress
and a growing community. The continual rejuvenation of robust commercial areas supports
the City’s high quality of life for all citizens.
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Falls Church: The Little City
About the City
Falls Church—“The Little City”—is a special place: a small independent city
in the national capital region with a strong sense of history and community.
It prides itself on its schools, neighborhoods, and parks. It respects its past
while welcoming new development.
Falls Church is named for The Falls Church, founded in 1733 at the
intersection of two important Colonial roads. The City’s first structure is
believed to be Big Chimneys, a house that became a tavern in 1803. The City
played important roles in both the Civil War and subsequently the Civil
Rights movement, as the first rural branch of the NAACP was established
here. The Alexandria, Loudoun, and Hampshire Railroad (later the
Washington & Old Dominion Railroad) served the area until the 1960s.

City Vision
In the year 2040, the City of Falls Church is a welcoming and inclusive
community – a special place in the heart of Northern Virginia.
Involved citizens are key to the City’s long-term success as a leader in
education, environmental sustainability, multi-modal transportation,
and vibrant economic development.
By investing in neighborhoods, community services and facilities,
schools, and parks the City preserves small-town character and history
while honoring a deep commitment to progress and a growing
community. The continual rejuvenation of robust commercial areas
supports the City’s high quality of life for all citizens.

Falls Church became an incorporated town in 1875 and an independent city
in 1948. Located only seven miles from the District of Columbia, at the
junction of several important transportation routes, the City has grown
considerably over the last several decades. Beginning in the 1970s, Falls
Church, along with Arlington County, became a destination for Vietnamese
refugees and today has the Eden Center, a Vietnamese regional shopping
mall. With approximately 14,000 residents, Falls Church is growing as its
commercial districts transition from the suburban patterns of the post WWII
years to a more urban and walkable lay-out.

The City prides itself on its independent school system, whose students
consistently test among the highest in the U.S. The population of Falls
Church ranks first in the United States for educational attainment and has a
longstanding commitment to investing in its schools, library, parks, arts, and
culture.
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A Year in Review - 2019
Falls Church & COVID-19

The City of Falls Church has been working in partnership with the Fairfax
County Health Department to keep the community safe throughout the
COVID-19 public health crisis. City facilities shutdown in-person business
due to the pandemic in March of 2020. As a part of Governor Northam’s
Phase 3 guidelines, City Hall opened its doors to limited in-person business
in July of 2020.
Over the past year, the City made multiple investments aimed at keeping
local businesses financially stable. The Economic Development Authority
(EDA) distributed $500,000 ($2,000 to 250 businesses) in emergency COVID
grants to Falls Church small businesses, with a $4,000 contribution from the
George Mason 2020 High School seniors. The EDA promoted safe shopping
with the purchase of new outdoor hand sanitizer stations, and through the
modification of the “Little City’ logo to include the ‘Safe Little City’. City
Council relaxed zoning rules to allow businesses to operate outdoors and
take advantage of ‘take-away’ orders. Remarkably, there have been few
business closures as of early 2021, due in part to these efforts to support
and maintain a strong economy.

Private Investments & Redevelopment
The Broad and Washington project along West Broad Street and South
Washington was approved in 2020. Founders Row continues to be
underway. The Founders Row Development Team submitted plans for a
Founders Row II in 2020. Atlantic Realty submitted plans for One City Center
as well.
The West Falls Church Economic Development Project is a public private
partnership consisting of 923,600 sq. ft. proposed residential and 558,400
sq. ft. proposed commercial. The project saw their Special Exception Site
Plan approved in 2020, as well as an amendment to their previously
approved Special Exception Entitlement
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Public Investments & Planning Efforts
George Mason High School
The New George Mason High School opened in January 2021. The New
George Mason High School is located adjacent to the West Falls Church
Economic Development Project.
Small Area Plans and Comprehensive Plan Updates
In February 2020, Chapter 5 of the City’s Comprehensive Plan “Environment
for Everyone: Environmental Sustainability, Resilience, and Natural
Resources Chapter of the City’s Comprehensive Plan” replaced the existing
chapter “Natural Resources and the Environment”. The new chapter details
how Falls Church can strive towards environmental sustainability as it
continues to develop.
In September, the West End Small Area Plan was approved. This small area
plan highlights land use and transportation strategies for the West End
gateway into the City. The plan establishes a vision for the West End as a
community where citizens can live, work, play, and learn.

Housing
In February 2021, the City received Amazon REACH grant for Comprehensive
Housing Affordability Strategy for Year 2 Funding. The City formally
submitted the grant application which consisted of two project proposals in
2020. The proposal includes two projects to preserve housing affordability
in the City. The first project proposal is the City of Falls Church affordable
homeownership program, and the second proposal is buy down and
extension of covenants for teacher workforce units (TWUs).

Use of Force Review Committee
The Use of Force Committee was created in June 2020. The committee’s
objectives are to review the Police Department’s use of force policy and
procedures, engage the community to understand citizens’ experiences, and
make recommendations on changes to the current policy and procedures.
2

Population by Age Range and Year

As of 2019 there were approximately 14,617 people living in the City.
Between 2010 and 2019 the City’s population grew by an estimated 2,285
people. If the current pace of growth continues in the City of Falls Church,
more population growth will have occurred the decade between 2010 and
2020, than the two previous decades combined (1990 to 2010). Beyond just
the number of new City residents, this population growth is changing the
demographic landscape in the City.
The racial and ethnic makeup of the City is changing over time, with an
increase in those identifying as Asian and two or more races, and in those
identifying as white or African American since the 2000 census. The
percentage of population identifying as Hispanic has increased from 8% in
2000 to 12.6% in 2019.

Population by Age Range

Population

1,816

1,293
1,262

3,693

3,512

3,232
532
2,430
2000
25-44

4,071

3,729

2,921

Under 18

751
3,047

1,024

2010

2019

25-44

45-64

3,524

65 and older

Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Selected Age Groups by Sex for the United States,
States, Counties and Puerto Rico Commonwealth and Municipios: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2019
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division

Percentage of Population by Race and Year

City of
Falls Church

Arlington
County

Fairfax
County

79.4
4.9
9.9
12.6

71.5
9.1
10.3
12.6

61.2
9.8
19.2
21.9

28.8
30.1
17.4
23.7

39.2
33.2
12.3
15.4

20.5
33.0
20.0
26.5

Population Percentage by Race

RACE, ETHNICITY AND HOUSEHOLD COMPARISONS

Race
% White
% African American
% Asian
Hispanic of Any Race
Household Size
1-Person
2-Person
3-Person
4-or-more Person

16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000
-

100%

0%
3%
7%

2%
4%
9%

2%
5%
10%

85%

80%

79%

2000

2010

2019

80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
White

Asian

African American

Other

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Falls Church, Virginia – Community Profile 2021

3

Public Safety, Health, and Livability
The bedrock of the public safety mission is the preservation of all lives and
personal property. The Falls Church public safety services ensure the highest
quality service through prevention, mitigation, intervention and
enforcement activities. 21st Century Policing principles and the restorative
justice reform model are core ideologies which ensures the inalienable
rights and liberties of all people are valued, respected and guarded.

AARP Livability Index as of December 2020

Housing

Neighborhood

AARP Livability Index
Falls Church is within the top third percentile in the country on a variety of
community factors relating to Public Health and Safety evaluated by the
AARP Livability Index. ‘Livability’ refers to the common characteristics
people look for while searching for a satisfying place to live or consider to
be their community. The Livability Index is divided into 7 individually scored
Categories, which then create a Total Index Score for the community:

Health

Falls Church, Virginia

Transportation
This score rates the overall livability of a selected neighborhood, city,
county, or state on a scale from 0 to 100. AARP scores communities by
comparing them to one another, so the average community gets a score of
50, while above-average communities score higher.
For More information, visit: https://livabilityindex.aarp.org/
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Small-town Character in an Urban Setting
Falls Church takes pride in its small-town atmosphere, walkable
neighborhoods, historic buildings and sites, cultural attractions,
attractive streetscapes and community focused businesses.
Cultural attractions in the City include:
• Cherry Hill Farmhouse and Park
•
•
•

The City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance promotes the protection of
structures built in or before 1910. Altogether the City has 95 such buildings.

Tinner Hill Park and Arch
Boundary Stones
Farmers Market

•

Mary Riley Styles Public Library
Improved connectivity with natural walking trails

•

Big Chimney’s Park

•

Fort Taylor Park

•

The Farmers Market is open 52 weeks a year and offers a wide variety of
vendors. The City’s annual events and festivals bring in high levels of
attendance and provide fun for all ages.
Festival
Farmers Market (52 weeks per year)
Memorial Day Parade
Fourth of July
Falls Church Festival
Watch Night
Tinner Hills Blues Festival
Concerts in the Park
Holiday Craft Show
Sunset Cinema
Bike-to-Work Day

In June 2019, thanks to a refurbishment effort by the Economic
Development Authority, the City proudly opened Mr. Browns Park in the
heart of downtown. It is a community gathering space that has already
supported dozens of activities and programs, and can also be booked for
private corporate events.

Falls Church is a walkable city. Nearly one-half of residents live within ¼
mile (5 minutes) of a grocery store. And 83 percent live within ½ mile (10
minutes) of a grocery store. This is consistent with the City’s high Walk
Score of 90 out of 100, making it a “walker’s paradise.” Walk Score
measures people’s ability to meet everyday needs on foot.
Numerous community groups—including the Village Preservation and
Improvement Society, the Education Foundation, and the Homeless
Shelter—work to make the City a better place to live.

Approximate
Annual Attendance*
450-1,200/weekly
10,000-15,000
10,000
10,000
5,000
3,500
1,750
1,200
1,200
400

*Several events cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19 Pandemic; Numbers reflect 2019 average
attendance
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Economic Sustainability
The City’s expanding tax base supports a high quality of life for residents,
workers, and visitors. The City has a diverse economy that builds on the
core niches of professional medical services, professional offices, and
government services. The overall real estate tax base has risen by about 50
percent over the last decade. The current total real estate assessed value is
$3,023,853,300*. Single-family residential property continues to provide
the bulk of assessed value, approximately 70 percent.

AARP Livability Index 2020

City of Falls Church households earn more than surrounding jurisdictions.
City residents are more likely to earn $150,000 or more than residents in
Alexandria, Arlington, or Fairfax City. Of families in the City, 26% make over
$200,000. In neighboring jurisdictions this percentage is 20%.
This consumer base makes the City a great place for big and small
businesses. There has been a steady increase in demand for retail and
commercial spaces from both corporate chains and small businesses in
recent years. 120 new businesses opened since January of 2019, ranging
from accounting firms to beauty salons, restaurants, and technology firms.
The City continues to celebrate this unique blend of small, local businesses
and exciting mixed-use developments.
The upcoming mixed-use developments will create hubs of activity that
support the economic sustainability of the City. The West Falls Church
Economic Development Project will offer office space, apartments, condos,
retail opportunities, and open space for community gatherings—all next to
the City’s newly renovated High School. Founder’s Row will include the
City’s a new movie theatre, as well as apartments, retail, and significant
restaurant space.

*From CFC Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, June 30, 2020
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Environmental Sustainability

Water

The environmental systems of Falls Church—clean air and energy,
water, trees, green space and parks, consumption and waste
management—are critical to the community’s quality of life.

The Stormwater Task Force identified six projects from the Watershed
Management Plan to address flooding, stormwater infrastructure and
water quality issues. Funding for engineering work on these projects has
been approved. The Stormwater Task Force term was extended into
2021 to advise City Council on priority green stormwater improvements
and stormwater detention projects, equitable stormwater rate
structures, and the possible establishment of a City Utility Commission.

Climate, Air, and Energy
In 2020, the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
published the results of its most recent regional and community
greenhouse gas inventory, analyzing data from 2018. Results show that
between 2005 and 2018, emissions in the region declined 13%. The
reduction in community-wide emissions in the City of Falls Church was
2%. Reductions in community wide emissions were largely a result of
emissions reductions from cleaner grid electricity and the actions of
community members to install solar systems, buy electric vehicles, and
improve building energy efficiency.

Urban Forest and Biodiversity
The City invested in TreeKeeper® software to track the management of
all City-owned trees, and calculate their ecological benefits. Three new
trees on the Fellows Property were nominated for specimen tree
designation.
New irrigation systems were installed in several parks, reducing
maintenance costs. Habitat restoration has focused on invasive plant
removal and native replanting in Howard E Herman, Cavalier Trail and
Cherry Hill Parks. Invasive plant removal guidance for homeowners, created
by the Habitat Restoration Task Group, was also made available in parks and
on the City’s website.

Consumption and Waste Management
In spite of changes in the world market for recyclable materials, the
community still recycles more than 55% of its waste. In 2020, the City
joined a regional pilot drop-off program for glass recycling. More than
300 tons of glass was diverted from waste to be crushed for use as sand
and aggregate.
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Inclusiveness and Social Sustainability
Approximately 5,300 households live in the City. According to a 2016
study multifamily housing accounts for the largest segment of housing
stock in the City with units totaling 2,669. Single-family detached units
totaled 2,260 and townhomes 780.
1 out of every 4 households (1,340 households) in the City of Falls
Church has a household income between $50,000 and $100,000,
reflecting a 44.4% increase over 5 years ago. The increase in middleincome households is likely due to the rise in one-person households,
rather than family households, as this income range is in line with a
typical wage for Professional and Business Service jobs in the DC area.
Source “People, Housing, and Jobs: Demographics Chapter of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan” adopted August 2019.

COVID-19 Pandemic Effect on Housing in 2020
Through federal CARES Act funding, the City provided over $426,000 in
rental assistance payments with the intent of preventing eviction. The
requests for rental assistance have risen every month since May 2020 as
hard hit residents have gone through savings and tapped out family
members. Residents are also requesting food and utility assistance. Due
to the City’s response in 2020 there were no COVID related evictions in

received emergency financial and non-financial assistance such as rent,
utilities, referrals for food, clothing, furniture, etc. City residents,
including the homeless, were able to navigate public and private
organizations through assistance with advocacy.
The Aurora House serves adolescent females ages 13-20 providing the
nurturing, structure, and support necessary to help them through the
difficulties they experience. It gives the girls and their families the
opportunity to make positive changes towards a brighter future.

Housing Options & Affordability
The community is advancing multiple efforts to increase housing
affordability. First, the City received a technical assistance award from
Virginia Housing (VH) to prepare an affordable housing preservation plan
and recommended updates to the City’s accessory dwelling ordinance.
Second, the recently approved Founders Row and Broad & Washington
redevelopment projects offer to provide affordable dwelling units for
the life of the project in contrast to the typical 20-year commitment.
Finally, the City applied for and received an Amazon REACH grant. The
grant funds will be used to extend rent controls on existing dedicated
affordable units and to create a revolving home ownership fund.

the City of Falls Church.

Human Services
The City provided human services assistance to City residents. There was
an average of nine participants in the Assisted Living program that
provides a reduced rate for room and both board at Sunrise Senior
Living and at The Kensington. Dental Clinic referrals assisted 27 incomeeligible City residents. Through the Fare wheels transportation program,
65 seniors and persons with disabilities were provided with taxi
vouchers to supplement their transportation needs. Many City residents
Falls Church, Virginia – Community Profile 2021
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Education

Life-long Learning Opportunities

The City’s independent school system is among the top-most ranked in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and the City strives to maintain the highest level
of education for all students.

The library has over 33,000 cardholders, including 13,000 residents, who
checked out over 366,000 items. The library provides programs for all ages,
which attracted over 14,000 attendees. (Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report).

K through 12

Mary Riley Styles Public Library

Falls Church has five schools: Jessie Thackrey Preschool, Mount Daniel
Elementary School, Thomas Jefferson Elementary School, Mary Ellen
Henderson Middle School, and George Mason High School.
The City’s overall high school graduation rate is 99.5 percent, and the
graduation rate for students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged
students, and English learners are all 100 percent.

The Mary Riley Styles Public Library has been a Star Library for 12 years the
award has been given by Library Journal – in 2020 the Library was one of
four libraries in Virginia to receive 4 out of 5 stars! The library was in
transition over the last year with moving into a temporary location for the
construction project. E-resources, especially e-books and audiobooks,
surged in popularity and programming went virtual. The library will move
back to its newly renovated and expanded building in May/June 2021!

The annual expenditure per pupil is $18,418. This compares with $14,432 in
Fairfax County and $18,957 in Arlington County.
In June 2019, FCCPS held a groundbreaking event for the new George
Mason High School. A virtual ribbon cutting took place in December 2020
and will open to students for Spring 2021.

Post-Secondary Education
City residents have the highest educational attainment in the United State,
as reported in the Censuses of 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010. Nearly 80
percent of City residents have a bachelor’s degree or higher. This compares
dramatically with the national figure of 33 percent. Nearly 45 percent of City
residents have a graduate or professional degree. This is nearly four times
the national figure of 12 percent of adults with a graduate or professional
degree.
AARP Livability Index 2020
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Mobility and Accessibility

Vehicles Available

Transportation Mode Share
As shown in the table below, the percentage of people in the City who drive
to work alone is more than in Arlington County but less than in Fairfax
County. In Falls Church the percentage of people who drove to work alone
dropped between 2010 and 2019. In neighboring counties there was little
change in mode share between 2010 and 2019.
Mode

Falls Church

Arlington County

Fairfax County

The number of vehicles per household varies significantly for owner- and
renter-occupied units. As shown in the table below, 67 percent of owneroccupied homes have two or more cars. In contrast 70 percent of renteroccupied homes have one or zero cars.

Percentage of Households

Driven by community requests, Falls Church aims to increase the availability
of walking, bicycling, and public transportation in the City.

Vehicles Available by Housing
Tenure

100%
80%
60%

23%
44%

40%

31%

58%

2010

2015

2019

2010

2015

2019

2010

2015

2019

Drove
Alone

64%

57%

60%

52.4
%

54.5
%

51.1
%

69.5
%

70.2
%

70.8
%

Carpooled

7%

8%

6.8%

6.2%

6.8%

5.7%

14%

8.2%

10.1
%

Public
Transport

17%

22%

17%

28.5
%

25.4
%

29.8
%

9%

10.7
%

8%

Walked

3%

3%

4.2%

4.6%

5.1%

4.2%

2%

4.5%

3.3%

Other/Bike

2%

2.7%

2.7%

2.8%

2.6%

3.2%

.7%

.8%

1.1%

Capital Bike Share and Motorized Scooters

Worked at
Home

7%

7.3

8.7%

5.5%

5.6%

6.1%

4.7

5.5%

6.7%

Falls Church joined the regional Capital Bike Share network in May 2019
with 10 new stations throughout the City. In addition to station locations
within the City, stations are located nearby at the East Falls Church and
West Falls Church Metro Stations. Since the launch of Capital Bikeshare in
the City of Falls Church, over 15,000 trips have been taken that either
started or ended in the City.

AARP Livability Index 2020

20%
0%

34%
1%
Owner occupied:

12%
Renter occupied:

No vehicle available

1 vehicle available

2 vehicles available

3 or more vehicles available

The City launched two new initiatives in partnership with Capital Bikeshare
in 2020. The “Capital Bikeshare for All” program allows those who qualify
for certain state and federal assistance programs to sign up for annual
memberships for $5 per year. A total of 1,500 hybrid e-bikes also came to
the regional Capital Bikeshare system, giving users the option of parking
either at a dock, or docklessly at a bike rack.
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Responsive and Accountable Governance

Responsible Fiscal Management

As “The Little City,” Falls Church is proud of its level of civic activity and
openness of government.

The City manages its finances within the guidelines established of Fiscal
Policies adopted by the City Council.

Resident Participation

By law the City is required to pass a balanced budget. Planned expenditures
cannot exceed planned revenues. In FY2020, despite the COVID-19
pandemic, due to the City’s conservative fiscal management, the City’s
General Fund resulted in revenues exceeding expenditures by $3.2 million.
In Fiscal year 2021, the City’s General Fund budget called for revenues and
expenses of $97.6 million. The City maintains credit ratings of AAA from
Fitch and Standard and Poor’s, and Aaa from Moody’s. Audited financial
statements, the City’s budget, as well as its adopted Fiscal Policies may be
found at www.fallschurchva.gov/Finance.

The City has approximately 10,000 registered voters. For presidential
elections, the turnout rate is about 85 percent. The City saw a record
midterm turnout in 2018, about 75 percent (highest non-Presidential
turnout in City History. The 2017 Gubernatorial elections saw about a 65
percent turnout, also a record for the city. Falls Church continues to be close
to the top for highest turnout locality in Virginia, no matter what type of
election.
In 2017, the Elections office implemented a new election system seamlessly
in only 2 months after the State Board of Elections decertified all Direct
Recording Electronic voting systems in August of 2017. The new Digital Scan
Voting Systems worked well through all elections starting in November 2017
and through all of 2018 with very low complaints and high praise during
record high turnout elections

In recent years, the City has strengthened its financial position by building
reserves to support the debt service for the George Mason High School
construction project, the City Hall Public Safety improvements, and Mary
Riley Styles Library expansion and renovation. Capital reserves are currently
at $10.3 million.

There are 34 City and regional Boards and Commissions that citizens can
serve on, for a total of 155 terms. Typically, only three or four positions are
vacant for more than six months.
AARP Livability Index 2020
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