3 #( 5238/
Community Profile 2C8L

Falls Church Vision

2040

i A2

In the year 2040, the City of Falls Church is a welcoming and inclesiwenunity ¢ a special place in the heart
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environmental sustainability, multmodal transportation, and vibrant economic development.

By investing in mighborhoods, community services and facilities, schools, and parks the City preserves small
town character and history while honoring a deep commitment to progress and a growing community. The
continual rejuvenation of robust commercial areas supportstheA G € Qa4 KA IK ljdzt t AGe 27F
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City Vision

Falls Church: The Little City In the year 2040, the City of Falls Church is a welcominghelgive
communityc a special place in the heart of Northerngiiia. Involved

About the City citizens are keyi 2 (U KS efmisdcerss a adeAd@r in education,

Falls Churché ¢ KS [ At lsiafpBceial placeBasmiaitiependent city environmental sustainability, mulihodal transportation, and vibrant

in the national capital regiowith a strong sense of history and community. economic development.

It prides itself on its schools, neighborhoods, and parks. It respects its past By inveting in neighborhoods, community services and facilities, schools,

while welcomig new development. and parks the City preserves smtalvn character and history while

Falls Church is named for The Falls Church, founded in 1733 at the honoring a deep commitment to progress and a growing community. The

AVGSNBSOGAZY 2F (62 AYLRNIIYG / 2t 2 eontingal rejgvenggignef rapysicommergial asepslsBoNfizg i O KBNHzA d
believed to be Big Chimneys, a house that became a tavern in 1803. The Cityquality of life for all citizens.

played importat roles in both the Civil War and subsequently the Civil
Rights movement, as the first rural branch of the NAACP was established
here. The Alexandria, Loudoun, and Hampshire Railroad (later the
Washington & Old Dominion Railroad) served the area untill8&0s.

Falls Church became an incorporated towd&75 and an independent city

in 1948 Located only seven miles from the District of Columbia, at the
junction of several important transportation routes, the City has grown
considerably over the last seral decades. Beginning in the 1970s, Falls
Church, along with Arlington County, became a destination for Viethamese
refugees and today has the Eden Center, a Viethamese regional shopping
mall. With approximately 14,000 residents, Falls Churghawing & its
commercial districtdransitionfrom the suburban patterns of the post WWII
years to a more urbaandwalkablelay-out.

The City prides itself on its independent school system, whose students
consistently test among the highest in the U.S. The pdjaui of Falls
Churchranks first in the United Statder educational attainmenandhas a
longstandingcommitmentto investing in its school$ibrary, parks, arts, and
culture.
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A Year in Review 7 2017

Population
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increaseof 0.9 percent ovethe 2016 estimate.

Private Investments and Redevelopment
TheLincoln at Tinner Hill project on South Washington Street and the

Kensington on West Broad Street opened their doors. The Southgate Village

Shopping Center was refurbished.

Public Investments

Library¢ In 2016, the voters approved an $8.7 million bond referendum for
the renovation and expansion of the Mary Riley Styles Library. In 2047,
Library Board selected the firm of BKV architects to design the planned
renovation and expansigrand this works ongoing.

City Hall¢ The City Council approved a contract with Hitt Construction for
$13.35 million to construct an addition to the Harry Wells Municipal
Building(City Hall). The redesign of City Hall was completed by the
architecture firm Studio27. Ehcompleted project will deliver public safety
enhancements and an improved visitor experience.

Joint Campus RedevelopmentThe Citywoters approved $120 million
bondreferendum fora new George Mason Highkt#®ol Prior to the bond
referendum, the Schddoard completed a School Feasibility Sttiut
examinedseveraloptions and provided a conceptual plan and estimated
costsfor the highschool.The City conducted a valuation study for the sale
of up to ten acres of GMHS campus land for economic dexredopto help
lower the cost of the school to City tax payers.

Grantsg The City received approximately.$ million in grant funding for
transportation improvements. Examples inclyskdestrian safety
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improvements along W. Broad Street and Park Avenafetys
improvemens at W&OD Trail crossings, an@n Buren Bridge replacement.

FY B Budgetg The City Council adopted a total budget 823647,237or
FidAINdar 261'9«% ﬁﬁ%%%?ﬂf& a)eneral government expenses and
$42,211,5460r school expenses. These total expenditures were an increase
of 6.1 percent over Fiscal Year 2018

Small-town Character in an Urban Setting

The City updated its Streetscape Design Standards, to promote more
pedestrianfriendly and enjoyable sidewalksoalg the commercial frontages
in the City.

Housing

Affordability ¢ Housing prices in Falls Church continued to asel, the
stock of housingffordableto those making 80 percemif areamedian
income continued to decline.

Cottage Housing, The City Counicapproved a Cottage Housing Zoning
Ordinance, designed to allow smaller scale senior housing in certain
residential neighborhoods by special exceptidhe City Counalpproved
the first application for such housing on Radld Avenue.

Miller Houseg TheCity Council authorized theonditionalsale of the Miller
House, located on N. Washington StrgetCommunity Residences to be
redeveloped as a group home for adults with intellectual disabilities.

Environment

The City launched a trdabeling projectrn parks and other public spaces.
Altogether approximately 200 trees of the 21 most common species were
tagged.

The City reohedto lowerits greenhouse gasmissions 20 percertelow
2005 levels by 202and 80 percent below 2005 levels by 2050. The City
participated for the third time in the Northern Virginia Regional Commission
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Solarize campaighe City now has almost 46V of installed rooftop solar
photovoltaic panels on homes and businesses.

Population

The population of Hs Church ispproximately 14,80 residents. The City
has experienced a spurt of growth since 2000, having grown by more than
one-third (35 percent)n population size since thes seen in theharts
below, the percentage of persons under 24 has increased over ehisdy

the percentage of persons 25 to 44 has dropped; and the percentage of
persons 45 and older has stayed fairly steady.

The racial and ethnic makeup of the City is changing slowly over time,
with an increase in those identifying as Asian and two or merraces, and
a decrease in those identifying as white and African American since the
2000 censusThe percentage of population identifying as Hispanic has
increased from 8% in 2000 to 10% in 2015.
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Small-town Character in an Urban Setting The Mary RileyStyles Library has been certified as a Star Library for 10

Falls Church is proud of its sm@lvn atmosphere and civic engagement. years and has an annual circulation of more than 500,000 items.
This includes historic buildings, numerous cultural attractions, attractive Falls Church is a walkable city. Nearly orealf of residents live within
streetscapes, and walkable neighborhoods. Y mile (5 minutes) of a grocery store. And 83 percent laswithin ¥2 mile

(10 minutes) of a grocery store. This is consistet EOE OEA #EOU
Walk Scorel £ wmn 1 00 1 £ pnnh | AEWdkScoed A
i AAOOOAOG PAI PI AGO AAEI EOU O 1 AAO |

Cultural attractions in the City include:

1 Cherry Hill Farmhousand Park
Tinner Hill Park and Arch
Boundary Stones Numerous community group® including the Village Preservation and
Improvement Society, the Education Foundation, and the Homeless
Shelter» work to make the City a better place to live.

Farmers Market
Mary Riley Styles Public Library

=A =4 =4 =

The Farmers Market is open 52 weeks a year. City festivals and events enjd
KAIK fS@Sta 2F GGSYRFyOS® 9a0GAYI

Festival Approximate
Annual Attendance
Farmers Market(52 weeks per year) 450-1,000/weekly
Memorial Day Parade 10,000-15,000
Fourth of July 10,000
Fall Festival 7,000
Watch Night 5,000
Tinner Hills Blues Festival 3,500
Concerts in the Park 1,750
Holiday Craft Show 1,500
Sunset Cinema 900
Civil War Day 700
Bike-to-Work Day 400
4EA #EOUBO (EOOI OEA 0OAOGAOOAOGEITT I/ B I G I A
structures built in or before 1910. Altogether the City has 95 such
buildings.
4
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Economic Sustainability
¢KS / AGeéQa SELI YR suppbrts@ Bigh@lyhlife for G |- Household Income by Year
residents, workers, and visitor§he City has a diverse economy that builds

on thecoreniches of professional medical services, professional offices, and
government services he overall real estate tax base has ribgrabout 50
percent over the last decade. Sing#amily residential property continues to
provide the bulk of assessed value, approximately 70 percent. From 2005 to
2016,multi-family properties hag increased in value from $133ltion to
$354million, an increase of more than 100 percent
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As shown in the graph below, median household income in the City rose
from about $75,000 in 2000 tmore than $120,000 in 2015.i# higher than
the median household income of jtgrisdictionalneighbors and more tn
twice the national average afearly $%6,500.

The City is growing its retail sectoDue in part to the new Harris Teeter
Grocery store at 301 W. Broad and the new Good Fortune grocery at the
Eden Centerthe City experienced 85 percentincrease irsales taxand 12
percentincrease in meals taveceiptsin the past two years. A new Target §
in the Lincoln afinner Hill buildingpened in the spring of 2018 amah Aldi | R |- ﬁé“u i; ; ﬂg“
grocery store at the Tower Shopping Cerigeexpected later this year s e M- = hgﬂ! T
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Environmental Sustainability Air

The environmental systems of Falls Charahcludingtreesand habitat, The City continues to partner with the Metropolitan Washington Council of
water, waste managemenparks, air, energy, and buildingsre critical b Governments (MWCOG) on ways é&aluce air pollutionRecent
GKS /AGeQa ljdaatAadGe 2F tAFTSO transportation investments, including bus shelters and bike racks, decrease

reliance on automobiles.
Trees and Habitat

In 1892, Falls Church became theNE G ¢ NBS / AG& ! {! AVENHINBAYAFI O ¢KS [/ AGé&Qa

tree canopy coverage is an impressive 46 percentd@nparisonArlington Pttt GKS /AdeQa GNI FTAO a-sadnglldng I+ yR
County and Fairfax County have approximately 40 percent tree canopy lasting LEDs. As part of planning for the joint campus redevelopnient, t
coverage. City has partnered with Washington Gas, COG, and the Department of

The National Wildlife Federation recognized the City Gewified Energy to explore the potential for district energy and geothermal heat

Community Wildlife Habitatin 2016.K & / AG&Qa | FoAGlG WSRU2NI GA2Y
Committee has worked to remove invasive species and replace them with Buildings

native plants. The City hafour buildings with green roofsThreerecently developed

mixed use buildings aleEEDcertified and two more are in theertification
process.

Water

Since2015 the City has rested 1,800 linear feet of streams and added
native trees ad plants to protect them. Fifteen Cityaintained rain
gardens provide enhanced stormwater management.

Waste Management
The City has &0 percent recycling rate, the highest in Virginia. Food waste,
composting dropoff or collection programs are availaliteall residents.

Parks

Falls Church has 48 acres of ©iyned parkland, with the addition of

Howard E. Herman Stream Valley Park (5.2 acres) in 2002. This amounts to
3.9 acres of park per 1,000 residentghich is lower than surrounding
jurisdictions (Fafax Cainty hasapproxmately 20 acres per 1,000 people
andArlington Cdhasapproximately 6 acres per 10@@ople).
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Inclusiveness and Social Sustainability

The City attracts residents with a range of backgroundssaedts tgorovide
housing for all income levels. As seen in the table below, the City is less
raciallydiversethan its immediate neighbors$n terms of household sizd, i
has relatively more family households than Arlington County (with larger
families), but relatrely fewer family households than Fairfax County.

RACEETHNICITAND HOUSEHOLD COMPARISONS

City of Arlington | Fairfax
Falls Church| County County
Race
% White 77.6 72.1 62.9
% African American 2.1 8.5 9.4
% Asian 114 9.9 18.4
Hispanic of Any Race 9.79 15.55 16.1
Household Size
1-Person 32.1 39.8 22.4
2-Person 31.3 33.3 31.3
3-Person 14.8 12.1 18.0
4-or-more Person 21.8 14.9 28.2
Household Type
Family 63.5 46.5 71.4
Non-Family 36.5 53.5 28.6

Housing Costs

Housing costs for ownesccupied units aréigher in Falls Church than in
neighboring jurisdictions. As shown in the table below, 43 percent of
homeowners in Falls Chalr pay $3,000 or more per month, and only 5
percent of homeowners pay less than $1,000 per month. The comparable
percentages for Arlington andaiffax Counties are 27 percent agd

percent on the high end and 18 percent and 17 percent on the low end.

Renters in Falls Church pay about the same monthly payments as renters in

Fairfax County and Arlington County.
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Education
¢KS /AléQa AYRSLISYRSyUl aoOK22f aeéapN
Commonwealth of Virginia, and the City strives to maintain thbdsglevel
of education for all students.

K through 12

Falls Church has five schools: Jessie Thackrey Preschool, Mount Daniel
Elementary School, Thomas Jefferson Elementary School, Mary Ellen
Henderson Middle School, and George Mason High School.

¢ KS pveral®dighZschool graduation rate 99.5 percentandthe
graduationrate for students with disabilitiesgconomically disadvantaged
students, and English learners are all p@@cent.

The annual expenditure per pupil is $18,4T8is compares with $14,432 in
Fairfax County and $18,957 in Arlington Ciyun

In 2017, he Cityvoters approveda $120 million bond referendum fahe
construction of a new George Mason High School

Post-Secondary Education

City residents have the highest educational attainment in the United State,
as reported in theCensugsof 1980, 19902000, and 2010Nearly 80
LISNDSYy G 2F /Ade NBAARSY ( AThi tofifred
dramaticallywith the national figure of 33 percentearly 45 percent of City
residents have a graduate or professional degiiéas is nedy four times

the national figure of 12 percent of adults with a graduate or professional
degree.

Life-long Learning Opportunities

More than 11,000 City residents have library cards with the Mary Riley
StylesPublicLibrary and checked out more than®000 items last year.
The library provides prograstfior all ageswhichattracted more than
38,000 attendeetast year
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Mobility and Accessibility

Driven by community requestBalls Church aims to increase the availability VGhICleS Avallable by HOUSIﬂg
of walking, bicycling, angublic transportation in the City. Tenure (Owner VS Rentel‘
Transportation Mode Share OCCUpled)
As shown in the table belowh¢ percentage of people in the City who drive 5 100% -
to work alone is more than in Arlington County but less than in Fairfax % gggﬁ i
County. In Falls Church the percentage of peayho drove to work alone % 421850 |
dropped between 2010 and 2015 and the percentage who took public I O%? 1
transportation increased substantially. In neighboring counties there was o Owner Occupied Renter Occupied
little change in mode share between 2010 and 2015. g _ . . .
S ™ No vehicle available m 1 vehicle available

TRANSPORTATION MODE SHARE E 2 vehicles available m 3 or more vehicles available
Mode FallsChurch Arlington County Fairfax County

2010 2015 2010 2015 2010 2015
DroveAlone 64% 60% 53% 54% 73% 72%
Carpooled 7% 4% 7% 6% 11% 9%
Public 17% 23% 27% 26% 9% 10%
Transportation
Walked 3% 3% 6% 5% 2% 2%
Other 2% 3% 2% 3% 1% 2%
Worked at 7% 8% 5% 6% 5% 6%
Home

Vehicles Available

The number of vehicles per household vasemificantly for ownerand
renter-occupied units. As shown in thable below, 71 percent of owner
occupied homes have two or more carscbntrast 74 percent of renter
occupied homes have one or zero cars.
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Public Health and Safety

In Falls Qlrch 4.2 percent of people less th&b years olchavedisabilities
compared to nearly 8 percent nationwidand 4.8 percent bthem have no
health insurance, compared witL0.4 percent nationwide.

In 2010, 16.1 percent of children in the City lived in sipgleent families,
compared to 16.4 percent in Fairfax County, 17.8 percent in Arlington
County, and 27.2 percent statewide.

Falls Church is a safe communifysseen inthe table belowtK S / A G & Q&
crime rates are well below the national averages.

VIOLENT CRIME RAHER 100,0060PULATIONCITY OF FALLS CHURCH
VS. NATIONAL RATES

2005 Rate 2010 Rate 2016 Rate

City bl City bl City bl
Homicide 0 5.6 0 4.8 0 5.3
Rape 18 31.8 8.1 27.7 28.5 29.6
Robbery 101| 140.8 48.6 119.3 100 102.8
Aggravated 82.6| 290.8 48.6 252.8 50 248.5
Assault
Burglary 330.5| 726.9 162 701 71 468.9
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Responsive and Accountable Governance
la G¢KS [AGGE S / AdiiksEéel ofxivie dctivity Arid dzND K
openness of government.

Citizen Patrticipation

The City has approximately 9,300 registered voters. For presidential
elections, the turnout rate is about 85 percent; for gubernatoeiaictions

the turnout rate is betweerb0 and 60 percent. For other general elections,
the rate is between 40 and 50 percent. Falls Church is close to the top for
highest turnout locality in Virginia, no matter what type of election.

There are 30 City and regional Boards and Commissionsitizans can
serve on, for a total of 122 terms. Typically, only three or four positions are
vacant for more than six months.

Responsible Fiscal Management
The City manages its finances responsibhe City bond ratingsre AAA
Fitch; AAA S&P; and Alstoode Q a &

By law the City is required to pass a balanced budget. Planned expenditures
cannot exceed planned revenues FAiscal yea017> (i K Sopefafing & Q &
budget cakdfor revenues and expenses$83.1million. The yeaend

resultof operations was a surplus of $496,786 (.5%), which was saved for
future capital needs.

In recent years, the City has strengtleehts financial position by building
reservedor the George Mason High School construction projectioa City
Hall PublicSafety improvements, and Mary Riley Styles Libeapansion
andrenovation.Capitalreserves are currently at $9.8 million.
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